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e FOREWORD e 


АП Anniversaries are special occasions. А 150th Anni- 
versary Celebration must, therefore, of necessity be of very 
particular significance. When, however, we add to this fact 
the magnificent achievement of the people of St, Thomas 
Parish in paying off a mortgage of $20,000 and the Conse- 
cration and Modernization of their church, the whole thing 
takes on astounding proportions. 

No greater honor could be accorded any man than the 
privilege of assembling the rich and fertile accretions of these 
150 years. We have not been insensitive to this honor. The 
task has been a most fascinating and inspiring one. We ask 
your indulgence if at times we were carried away by the 
beauty and magnitude of. the many engaging situations. 

We wish that at many points in our story more facts 
were available. But a group of people who are zealously 
working to build an institution seldom have time to record 
facts of historical importance in connection with their job. 
In fact, they are often unaware that while they are toiling 
they are making history. We have tried to give a picture 
story of the many organizations of the church who are en- 
deavoring to make this church an even greater institution. 

We are indebted to Father Anderson for his many valu- 
able criticisms and suggestions; and especially for his pains- 
taking care andinterest in reading the material and for his 
numerous encouraging comments. We owe much to him for 
the final form in which this book appears. We should also 
like to thank Mr. A. Clarence Monroe for the excellent job 
he did in writing the historical sketch of the church. Апа 
Mr. Edgar J. Unthank for his untiring energy in helping to 
assemble and make ready the material for the printer. 

And finally we wish especially to acknowledge our gra- 
titude to the entire committee for its unselfish and efficient 
services during the preparation of this book; and the Chair- 
men: Mr. William Rider, General Chairman, Mr. Leonard Hall, 
in charge of printing, Dr. L. Gregory Hubert, Chairman of the 
Patrons Committee and Associate Editor, and Mr. Edward N. 
Henderson, Secretary-Treasurer. 

We salute those pioneers who are on the scene today to 
see their early efforts bear such abundant fruit, and we salute 
the Rector, Vestry and Congregation of the Parish for the 
noble work that is being done today. May God continue to 
bless our efforts and crown us with greater successes. 

WILLIAM W. EPPS, Editor. 


THE EIGHTH TRIENN- IAL CONFERENCE 


CHURCH WORKERS AMONG COLORED PEOPLE 


SEPTEMBER 4th to 7th. 


CONFERENCE OFFICERS 


MHE REVNI CLYDE* PERRY A: antri P O President 
St. Mark’s Church, Birmingham 

Tur Rev. H. RANDOLPH MOORE... eene Vice-President 
St. Philip's Church, Los Angeles 

THE VEN. ЈК. SATTERWHITE ИЕ Secretary 

Archdeacon of Florida, Jacksonville 
Tur REV. JOHN БК. LOGAN, ЈЕ... Assistant Secretary 
St. Simon The Cyrenian Church, Philadelphia ' 
MR- BUGENE- H: SIMSA ciun nnnm e d er a rit Treasurer 
THE REV. TOBEIE U CAUTION: Ие Necrologist 


Secretary for Negro Work, New York 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
Tue Rev. Н. RANDOLPH Moore, Chairman 


Tue VEN. J. К. SATTERWHITE 
Tur REV. JESSE F. ANDERSON 


WEDNESDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 4, 1946 
OPENING SERVICE 
8:00 O'Clock 


SOLEMN EVENSONG 
MUSIC: St. Augustine's Choir, Philadelphia 


ADDRESSES: 
Welcome—The Rev. Jesse F. Anderson 
Welcome—The: Rt. Rev. Oliver J. Hart, 
D.D., LL.D., S.T.D., Bishop of Penn- 
sylvania 
Response—The Rev. J. Clyde Perry 


SERMON: 
The Rev. Kenneth DeP. Hughes 
St. Bartholomew's Church 
Cambridge, Mass. 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMITTEES 
RECEPTION IN UNDERCROFT 


Sponsored by the Youth Fellowship of St. 


Thomas Church. 
ө 


THURSDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 5, 1946 


1:30 CONFERENCE CORPORATE 
COMMUNION 
Celebrant: 
The Rev. J. Clyde Perry 
Assistants: ` ; 
The Rev. H. Randolph Moore 
The Ven. James K. Satterwhite 


8:30 
9:30 


11:00 


12:30 
.2:00 


А240, 
5730 


946 


BREAKFAST 


FESTAL CELEBRATION 
Celebrant—The Rev. W. B. Suthern, Jr., 
D.D., St. Thomas Church, Chicago 

Deacon—tThe Rev. George A. Stams, D.D., 
St. Andrew's Church, Evanston, III. 

Sub-Deacon—The Rev. Thomas S. L. Lo- 
gan, Calvary Church, Philadelphia 

Master of Ceremonies—The Rev. E. Sydnor 
Thomas, St. Barnabas’ Church, Сег- 
mantown, Philadelphia 

MUSIC: St. Thomas' Choir, Philadelphia 

THE PRESIDENT'S TRIENNIAL ADDRESS 
The Rev, J. Clyde Perry 


BUSINESS SESSION 


e 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON 


LUNCHEON 
FIRST PAPER AND DISCUSSION 
Subject: "Fellowship Through the Holy 
Eucharist” 
Chairman: Тһе Rev. |). Clyde Perry 
Writer: The Rev. Lemuel B. Shirley, St. 
Christopher's Church, Rio Abajo, Re- 
public of Panama 
Discussion Leaders: 
The Rt. Rev. E. Thomas Demby, D.D., 
D.H.L., LL.D., Suffragan Bishop of 
Arkansas (Retired) 
The Rev. W. Alfred Wilkins, St. 
Luke's Church, Houston, Texas 
BUSINESS SESSION 
INTERMISSION 
SECOND PAPER AND DISCUSSION 
Subject: "Religion in the Transition From 
War To Peace" 
Chairman: The Rev. Jesse F. Anderson 
Writer: The Rev. Adolphus A. Birch, St. 

George's Church, Washington, D. C. 
Discussion Leaders: . 

The Rev. Stephen B. Mackey, Calvary 
Church, Charleston, South Carolina 

The Rev. Edgar C. Young, D.Th., D.D., 
S.T.D., Bishop Payne Divinity 
School, Petersburg, Va. 

BUSINESS SESSION 


DINNER 


I 


7:30 PUBLIC MASS MEETING 


Chairman: The Rev. H. Randolph Moore 

Opening Prayer 

Introduction of Chairman 
The Rev. Jesse F. Anderson 

Introduction of Speaker 
The Rev. J. Clyde Perry 

SPEAKER: The Honorable Hubert T. De- 
lany, Justice, Domestic Relations 
Court, City of New York. 

SUBJECT: “Тһе Church As Champion of 
Essential Human Rights.” 

MUSIC: Interracial Fellowship Choir of 
Philadelphia 

BENEDICTION: The Rt. Rev. William P. 
Remington, D.D., S.T.D., Suffragan 
Bishop of Pennsylvania 


FRIDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 6, 1946 


7:30 CORPORATE COMMUNION OF THE 
WOMAN'S AUXILIARY 
Celebrant: The Rev. Arthur C. Moore, 
St. Luke's Church, New York 
Assistant: The Rev. Bernard G. Whit- 
lock, St. Augustine's Church, Kan- 
sas City, Missouri 


8:30 BREAKFAST 


9:30 WOMAN'S AUXILIARY SERVICE 


Morning Prayer 

Sermon: The Rev. Edward E. Durant, D.D., 
St. Ambrose Church, New York 

Music: Combined Girls’ Choirs of Phila- 
delphia Churches 


11:00 WOMAN'S AUXILIARY SESSION 
Presiding: Mrs. Karolyn Franklin, Charles- 
ton, West Virginia 
Speaker: Mrs. Bravid W. Harris, Monrovia, 
Liberia, West Africa 
11:00 CONFERENCE BUSINESS SESSION 
Presiding: The Rev. J. Clyde Perry 
12:30 LUNCHEON 
e 
FRIDAY AFTERNOON 


2:00 SYMPOSIUM: “Тһе Church As Champion 
of Essential Human Rights" 
Chairman: The Rev. H. Randolph Moore 
Panel: 
The Rev. George M. Plaskett, D.D., 
S.T.D., Epiphany Church, Orange, 
New Jersey 


C CAO 


The Rt. Rev. Charles A. Voegoli, 
S.T.D., Bishop of Haiti 

The Rev. Almon R. Pepper, D.D., Exe- 
cutive Secretary, Division of Chris- 
tian Social Relations, National 
Council, New York 

The Rev. William B. Spofford, Sr., 
Managing Editor, "The Witness," 
New York 

Dr. Forrester B. Washington, Director, 
Atlanta University School of Social 
Work, Atlanta, Georgia 

The Rt. Rev. W. Bertrand Stevens, 
D.D., Ph.D., LL.D., Bishop of Los 
Angeles 


3:30 INTERMISSION 


3:40 ADDRESS AND DISCUSSION 
“The Function and Area of the Division 
Negro Work” 
Chairman: The Rev. J. Clyde Perry 
Speaker: The Rev. Tollie L. Caution, Secre- 
tary of Negro Work, New York 
Discussion Leaders: 
The Rev. Cedric E. Mills, St. James' 
Church, Baltimore, Maryland 
The Rev. Lewis А. Baskervill, St. 
Cyprian's Church, San Francisco, 
California 
4:40 BUSINESS SESSION 
5:30 DINNER 
7:30 MISSIONARY SERVICE 
SOLEMN EVENSONG 
SERMON: The Rt. Rev. Bravid W. Harris, 
Bishop of Liberia 
MUSIC: Choir of St. Simon the Cyrenian 
Church, Philadelphia 
(Offering for the work in Liberia) 
SOLEMN TE DEUM 
PRESIDENT’S CHARGE 
ADJOURNMENT OF CONFERENCE 


e 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1946 
11:00 A M. — SERVICE OF CONSECRATION 


OF ST. THOMAS' CHURCH 

The Rt. Rev. Oliver J. Hart, D.D., 
LL.D., S.T.D., Bishop of Pennsyl- 
vania 
Consecrator and Preacher 

Delegates of the Conference Will Be Guests of 
St. Thomas' Parish at the Consecration 
and Luncheon Reception. 


The CONSECRATION SERVICE 


The Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, 
The Rt. Rev. Oliver J. Hart, will consecrate the 
building of St. Thomas' Parish on Saturday, Septem- 
ber 7th, at 11 o'clock. Тһе service will consist of 
the Form of Consecration of a Church found on 
Page 556 of The Prayer Book plus a Choral Celebra- 
tion of The Holy Eucharist with sermon by Bishop 
Hart. Various Clergy of the Diocese plus the clerical 
members of the Conference of Church Workers 
Among Colored People will be in the Procession. 
The Clergy are expected to vest for the Consecration 
Service. 


The doors cf the Church will be opened to tic- 
ket holders from 10:00 to 10:40 A. M. on that 
morning, after which time they will be open for the 
general public, The Clergy of the Diocese, the dele- 
gates to The Conference and our regularly support- 
ing members in good standing are the holders of the 
tickets. Following the Consecration a luncheon will 
be held for our invited guests other than members 
of the Parish. А parochial reception will be given 
by the Rector and Vestry in honor of the supporters 
of the Parish later in the year when the press of 
our special observances has subsided somewhat. 


The offering at the Consecration will be a spe- 
cial Thanksgiving Offering in appreciation to God 


Cero 


for the tremendous blessing He bestowed upon us 
in permitting us to pay for this Church in four years 
(a feat that was expected to take from ten to 
twenty years). The receipts of the offering will be 
used toward some of the construction work that is 
so necessary to adapt our Parish building to the 
requirements of Episcopal worship. The white vest- 
ments and hangings used at this service and 
throughout the Conference are the gift of our Young 
Men’s Society (a group of ex-service men and others 
organized less than six months ago). 


In terms of our celebration we are fortunate 
in having the Rt. Rev. Lewis Bliss Whittemore, 
Bishop of The Diocese of Western Michigan, as our 
preacher at the 11 o'clock service on September 
15th. Bishop Whittemore is one of the fine Bish- 
ops of our church with a tremendous missionary 
zeal; a strong, simple faith in Our Lord, and a love 
for all men regardless of birth or creed. 


Then, on Friday, September 13th, at Musi- 
cians’ Hall, 18th and Arch Streets, our Young Ma- 
trons are holding a. Parish Reunion from 10 until 
2:00 A. M. All of us are invited and we cordially 
invite visitors to the City to come and meet our 
members and friends at this social gathering. 


ST. THOMAS' CONFERENCE AND CONSECRATION 
өе COMMITTEES œ 


. Vestry Committee 


Chairman — Mr. А. CLARENCE MONROE ` 
Mr. Clifton Blue Mr. Romaine Pierce 


Housing Committee 


Chairman — Mrs. Ерсак C. YouNG 
Mrs. Bernice Craft Mrs. Jennie Morris 
Mrs. Richard Seay Mr. Wm. Rider 
Dr.Harry Bowden . Mrs. Isabel Hamill 
Mrs. Lillian Howard Mrs. Sara Neely 
Mrs. Eleanora Payne Mr.C. John White 
Mrs. Eva Sewell Mr. Edgar Habersham 
Mrs. Henrietta Hilton Mrs. Clarence Smith 
Mrs. Walter Jones Miss Marcella Beckett 

Mrs. Ethel B. Sarjeant 


Consecration Luncheon Committee 


Chairman — Mrs. Dora G. Mites 
Mrs. Bernice Craft Mrs. Harriet Theus 
Mrs. Bernice Unthank Mrs. Lillian Howard 
Miss Edith Taylor Mrs. Mary Mahoney 
Mrs. Helen Speight Mrs. Henrietta Hilton 
Mrs. Ethel B. Sarjeant Mrs. Marie Keyes 


Printing Committee 


Chairman — Mr, CLIFTON BLUE 
Mrs. Ethel B. Sarjeant Mr. A. Clarence Monroe 


Registration Committee 


Chairman — Mrs. Encar С. Youne 
Mrs. Henrietta Hilton Mrs. Marie Trulear 
Miss Marcella Beckett Mrs. Marie Turner Crump 
Mrs. Lillian Howard Mrs. Hazel Allen 
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REV. JESSE F. ANDERSON 
Rector 
Sr. THOMAS ÉPISCOPAL CHURCH 


F NECESSITY, these first words in this mes- 
sage upon the occasion of the consecration 
of our building must be words of con- 
gratulation to the Wardens, Vestrymen, 
and members who by their many sacrifices and un- 
stinting labor have made the date, September ТЕ 
1946, one of the most memorable in the long his- 
tory of St, Thomas Parish. Following these are 
words of appreciation from me for the loving co- 
operation that they have given me during the com- 
pletion of the latter part of the task. For the last 
two years have been just the “торріпв ир” opera- 
tions of the whole task of constructing our present 
organization, We would be false to ourselves should 
we neglect to remember at this time the person 
who had the vision, plus the courage to follow the 
gleam, and the selflessness to spend the last few 
years of his life to make that vision a reality — your 
late Rector and my life-long friend and counsellor, 
Robert W. Bagnall, Priest and Doctor. 
Before his death, Dr. Bagnall often spoke to 
me about the history of St. Thomas' Church — a 
history that becomes most vivid to all who associate 
with this Parish even for a short time. It is re- 
counted elsewhere in our book, so its repetition here 
is unnecessary — but through Dr: Bagnall’s telling, 
| have often conjured up pictures of Absalom Jones 
with his fellow pioneers, the committee, the first 
members (many of the descendants of whom sit in 
our pews on Sunday mornings). On these pictures 
grows slowly but steadily a new type of Church in 
which members of the African group for the first 
time worship their God with bowed heads contain- 
ing self-respecting minds. Then we see the full 
story. The Rev. Jones has broken through the bar- 
ricades of enforced limitations imposed upon him 
and his kind by a slave system under which they 
had been born. Their spiritual eyes see for the first 
time the light and beauty which follows the obtain- 
ing of freedom which is the inevitable demand of 
all thinking, civilized, and.Christian human beings. 
Thus we find that the essential nature of the history 
of St. Thomas' Parish is enmeshed in a great ideal. 
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When ideals are intertwined with the history of an 
organization, it ceases to be simply history and be- 
comes tradition. The freedom of our Parish and our 
people is the foundation stone of our tradition. 

Now tradition is a funny thing. If used pro- 
perly it can be a fortifying factor in the life of any 
living organism; be it family or nation or institu- 
tion. But beware lest the holder of tradition use 
it to his own detriment. Tradition is something to 
be proud of — still, it can tempt one to false pride 
and should one try to live ON not BY one's tradi- 
tions, he stands in danger of becoming smug, con- 
ceited, or ne-er-do-well. On the other hand, if the 
holders of tradition spend their lives and works fos- 
tering the worthy traditions that have been hànded 
down to them; seeking to make them more real; 
broadening, strengthening, beautifying| themi and 
contributing more and more of themselves that they 
may become actualities; then tradition becomes for 
them a functioning aid toward greater and ever 
greater creativity. 

There were other ideal aspects to our history 
that had their inception in the action of The Rev. 
Mr. Jones and his followers that as part of our tra- 
dition we must constantly bear in mind. It is worth 
noting that when Mr. Jones could no longer worship 
honestly in his particular Church he did not forsake 
his beliefs or the general Church, nor did he walk 
out and brood over the injustices that had been 
heaped upon him because of his color. He clung 
to his faith in Jesus Christ and his belief in the 
Catholic Church as the source of our Lord's spirit. 
He did not find a satisfactory mental position for 
himself alone, but set about to do something for his 
fellow-sufferers. Because of his Christian love for 
them a compassionate reaction was set up by their 
similar suffering. These ideals are the second por- 
tions of our traditions; first freedom; but then a 
freedom found through faith in Jesus Christ, within 
and as a part of the historic Catholic Church; a 
freedom which finds its ultimate fulfillment in be- 
ing shackled by an abiding love which makes us 
want to do something for one another in the fel- 
lowship of our Parish and all the members of the 
Kingdom of God. 

This formula has kept St. Thomas Parish 
through many trying years and experiences, but, 
having clung to the deeper meaning of this tradi- 
tion, it seems to have come into its heritage at last. 
And one can prophesy that such a Church in which 
the members constantly cherish their spiritual and 
material freedom, the meaning and practice of our 
Saviour's life and death, the sacramental principles 
embodied in an acecptance of the Catholic and 
Apostolic Church, and because of their love for 
these are forced to love one another, will. become a 
living testimonial, right and meet, to our God that 
shall be impregnable — weathering the storms of 
the years to come — working with The Christ till 
his Father's work is done. 

We listen beyond the years of Absalom Jones 
and from the lips of our earliest traditions we hear 
the voice- of our earliest ancestors in Christ and they 
cauticn us, “Бе ye doers of the word апа not hear- 
ers only." With this as a parochial watchword and 
motto, our work shall live with His. 

Your Priest through Christ, 
JESSE F. ANDERSON. 


WM. H. BASCOM 
Rector's Warden 


THE VESTRY 


The institution of the Vestry is purely an Am- 
erican institution deriving its powers from civil and 
canon law to assist the Rector in his duties to up- 
hold the laws of the Church and to supervise the 
material affairs of the parish. Today finds the func- 
tions of a vestry still unchanged. 

The present Vestry of St. Thomas Church has 
done yeoman service in accomplishing these objec- 
tives. They have endeavored to administer the fin- 
ances of the parish to the greatest interest of the 
corporation. А spirit of extreme fellowship апа 
hearty friendship has attended the management of 
this function. Its meetings during most trying 
periods have adjourned with manifestations of ex- 
treme cordiality, indicative of the high morale of 
this body. 

The Vestry wishes to express its thankful ap- 
preciation to the members of the parish for the 
whole-hearted support and confidence given them 
over the years. 


THE VESTRY 


WM. H. BASCOM, Senior Warden 
A. CLARENCE MONROE, Accounting Warden 


HAROLD G. TRULEAR, Secretary 
C. JOHN WHITE, Treasurer of Building Fund 


С. Автнов Scorr, M. D. 
Cuas. T. С. Nurse, M. D. 
CLARENCE L. SMITH, D. D. 5. 
FREDERICK E, SPEIGHT 
ROMAINE PIERCE 

CLIFTON R. BLUE 

ЕрсАк J. UNTHANK 

WALTER А. JONES 


Vestrymen Nurse and 
SPEIGHT are not shown 
in the picture alongside. 
Especial recognition is 
extended to Sr. Warden 
Wm. H. Bascom in point 
of service, having been 
elected to the Vestry in 
1911. 


REV. ABSALOM JONES 
Founder of 
St. THomas CHURCH 


ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY FOUR YEARS 
OF CONTINUOUS WORSHIP. 


that with dauntless spirit the pioneers in 
the new western World inspired with zeal 
for freedom from oppression struck out for liberty. 
It was quite natural for those Negroes who had 
been freed from the shackles of slavery and by dint 
of determination had acquired a modicum of learn- 
ing, mastered the mechanical trades, accumulated 
money and cultivated piety to become innoculated 
with the virus of liberty. Philadelphia being the 
commercial center at that time, had a very large 
Negro population and perforce it was to be expected 
that this city would have more men equipped for 
this transition period than any other populous 
center. The pivotal year was 1787 and it was the 
inspiration hour of not only the Negroes of Phila- 
delphia but for the country at large. 

At this time some Negroes attended Christ 
and St. Peter's Episcopal Churches under distaste- 
ful restrictions. Some few went to the Friends 
Meeting Houses and occupied the corners reserved 
for them and others went to St. George's Methodist 
Church where the treatment for a long time was 
cordial and to a degree without distinction. When 
this church became popular with the Negroes, the 
trustees decided to have their Negro members re- 


stricted to the gallery. On a certain Sunday Morn- 
ing just as services were begun, a determined effort 
was made to remove the Negroes forcibly from the 
seats they usually occupied and some unpleasant- 
ness followed. After the opening prayers these 
colored brethren led by Absalom Jones and Richard 
Allen, not desirous of creating a disturbance in the 
House of God, walked out of the church and vowed 
never again to darken the doors of the assembly of 
white saints. 

For such persons, unaccustomed to organiza- 
tion of any kind, few in number, without pecuni- 
ary means, the most favored among them without 
the advantages of a liberal education, to have pro- 
posed the establishment of a church under the cir- 
cumstances would have been considered impracti- 
cable. But a successful plan of union presented 
itself which was to form an organization bearing 
the two-fold object of a beneficial and moral reform 
society. Thus was formed on the 12th day of 
April, :1787, The Free African Society, with Absa- 
lom Jones and Richard Allen as Overseers. Inci- 
dentally, this was just four years after the conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal churches in America 
held in the City of Annapolis, Maryland. 

This society was composed of free Negroes. 


For, while the Pennsylvania Legislature had passed 
an act for the gradual abolition of slavery in 1780, 
there were yet many slaves in Pennsylvania, 

It is noteworthy that on the 18th of Septem- 
ber 1790, the society proposed for consideration of 
its members the holding of a religious meeting. At 
the home of Joseph Sharpless, the first religious 
service was conducted on the 16th of January 1791 
by Absalom Jones. Іп February 1792, the lots on 
which the first St. Thomas Church was erected were 
purchased for the sum of £450, by Absalom Jones, 
William Gray, William White, William Wiltshire, 
William Gardner and Henry Stewart. 

On the 17th of July 1794 the African Church 
of St. Thomas was formally opened in its new edi- 
fice at Fifth G Adelphia Streets, at a cost of £1335, 
57, d4, thus marking this event as the first regu- 
larly organized religious body among the colored 
people of the United States. Тһе dedicatory ad- 
dress was delivered by the Rev. Samuel Magaw, 
D. D., Rector of St. Paul's Church, assisted by the 


assistant minister of Christ Church and St. Peter's. 


To consider the men who fathered the move- 
ment out of which was born St. Thomas Church, 
first and above all stands Absalom Jones, a man 
singularly equipped by learning and piety as a leader 
of men. Не had the fundamental acquirements ne- 
cessary for a proper interpretation of the Holy Bible 
and the Book of Common Prayer. Не was 47 
years old when he took charge of the church. Absa- 
lom Jones had been a conscientious, hard-working 
farmer manumitted by his master. Не married a 


wife who belonged to the same master and together 
they worked long hours at night to buy her free- 
dom. Не bought a home and several properties in 
Philadelphia. With Richard Allen he raised a com- 
pany of militia to defend Philadelphia against the 
British in the War of 1812. Не was the first Grand 
Master of Negro Masons in the State of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Whereas Richard Allen, the father of the Afri- 
can Methodists, was one of the leaders in the Free 
African Society, history records that shortly after 
its organization, he severed his connection with the 
group due to disagreement over the form of reli- 
gious services adopted. 

Among the other leaders in this movement 
were William Coleman, a man well versed in ac- 
counts; William Gray and James Forten, men widely 
experienced in business; John Emory, a clever man 
in many ways, who mastered the Prayer Book and 
introduced his less favored brethren to its beauties.. 
There were Robert Douglass, Cato Collins, Peter 
Richmond, William Harding, Mark Stephenson, 
Moses Oakley and others who had impresed the 
time in which they lived as possessing the attri- 
butes that go to make a worthy manhood. 

It is interesting to note the conditions laid 
down by the Fathers of St. Thomas Church in their 
petition to the Episcopal Church, They stipulated 
that they should be received as an organized body; 
that they should be guaranteed forever control of 
their own local affairs and that one of their number 
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MISS LUCRETIA MILLER (at right-front row) 
Oldest Living Communicant 
With a Group of Her Friends 


should. be licensed.as a Reader and, if found fit, 
regularly ordained as their pastor. 

The Council of Advice and the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Diocese of Pennsylvania recommended 
the admission of St. Thomas Church into the Epis- 
copacy on September 14, 1794. By a special act of 
dispensation, Absalom Jones was exempted in his 
examination for the holy orders from a knowledge 
of the ancient languages and on the 6th of August 
1795 he was ordained a deacon of the Episcopal 
Church by Bishop White, Bishop of Pennsylvania 
and the presiding Bishop of the American Church. 
In 1804 Absalom Jones was ordained as a priest by 
Bishop White and served the church for 24 years 
until his death on February 13, 1818, at the age 
of 72. years. T OHNE Ncc. 

St. Thomas Church was incorporated under the 
laws of the State of Pennsylvania in 1796 and thus 
has continued the first and oldest incorporated body 
of Negores in the United States. Dr. W. E. Burg- 
hardt Dubois says: "There is no question but that 
St. Thomas P. E. Church, Philadelphia, is the oldest 
legally organized body among colored people in 
America.” 
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MR. THOMAS A. GORGAS 
Oldest Living Active Choir Member 


The fact of the priority of St. Thomas Church 
and the primacy of Absalom Jones as the first Negro 
to enter the Episcopal ministry in America was a 
very far reaching influence in all subsequent racial 
development. St. Thomas Church with Absolom 
Jones as Rector became a great educational power 
among the people of the early republic. The.success 
of the very first venture in fields hitherto untrod 
by the feet of black men, gave confidence and in- 
spiration to others and made friends who believed 
in the capacity of the Negro to reach to all heights 
possible to the human race. 

The membership of St. Thomas Church num- 
bered 427 communicants in 1795, an increase of 
100% in one-year. The Rev. Mr. Jones, called by 
Miss Dorothy Ripley, an English woman visiting the 
states, "The Black Bishop of the Episcopal Church 
in Philadelphia," was deeply sensible of the great 
responsibility placed upon him and he conducted 
himself as а man sent by God for a special purpose. 
He had no superior among his contemporaries in the 
advancement of his race. Не, with Richard Allen 
and James Forten, rendered yeoman service in the 
yellow fever scourge that gripped Philadelphia in 
the year 1793. They were publicly thanked by 
Mayor Clarkson of Philadelphia. In 1796 an insur- 
ance company was started and operated for some 
time. All of its officers were members of St. Thomas 
Church, led by the Rev. Mr. Jones. The Vestry of 
St. Thomas Church established a day school in 1804 
for the instruction of the youth, Its government was 
directed by a board of trustees (11) selected by the 
Vestry. In 1809 a society was formed by the lead- 
ing men of that day for the suppression of vice and 
immorality among Мергоев of this community. 

While it is noted that Richard Allen severed 
his connection wtih the Free African Society, shortly 
after its inception, due to his opinion that the group 
did not provide a vehicle for that freedom which the 
gospel permits, he retained the personal friendship 
of Rev. Absalom Jones. Organizing the African 
Methodist Episcopal group, Richard Allen was 
elected its first Bishop at its initial conference in 
1816 and Rev. Absalom Jones placed his hands on 
the head of Richard Allen in consecration. 

The year of Rev. Absalom Jones’ death in 
1818, saw the birth of St. Philip's Church in New 
York City. 

The first pipe organ built in any colored 
church in the United States was dedicated in St. 
Thomas Church, in 1839, with Ann Appo as or- 
ganist. On the 20th day of December of the same 
year, St. Thomas Church was consecrated by Bishop 
H. U. Onderdonk, Bishop of the Diocese of Penn- 
sylvania, 


ы; MR. А. P. Т. STEPHENSON 
Oldest Active Acolyte 


The fathers of St. Thomas Church were men of 
wonderful patience and deeply embued with self- 
reliance and determination. They were never sup- 
pliant and possessed a high quality of self-respect 
that has characterized this church down through 
the years. Their lot was not smooth, with influ- 
ences from without to hinder their advance. How 
patiently they endured ! Knocking at the door of 
the Diocesan Convention year after year, they asked 
only equal rights and equal representation on the 
floor. Year after year the Episcopal convention 
denied them the right to send clergymen or depu- 
ties thereto nor to participate in the general gov- 
ernment of the Episcopal Church. This position was 
adhered to throughout the period of slavery; for 
the Episcopal Church persistently refused to make 
slavery a matter of discipline. And it was not until 
1864, 70 years after a most favorable recommen- 
dation had been made by the Council of Advice and 
the Standing Committee under Bishop White, that 
St. Thomas Church was admitted into union with 
the Diocesan Convention of Pennsylvania. 


Іп consonance with the westward trend of 
population, the first church, at 5th & Adelphia 
Streets, was sold in 1887 for $46,500.00, and a lot 
on 12th Street below Walnut was purchased іп 
1888, on which a new beautiful church was erected, 
the cornerstone of which was laid by Bishop Whi- 
taker on May 14, 1890. 


At the death of Absalom Jones there were no 
men of color properly prepared to take his place and 
the pulpit was filled. with white clergymen, until 
the advent of William Douglass, who served the 
church from 1834 until his death in 1862. Other 
priests of prominence who served this historic par- 
ish were William James Alston from 1863 to 1872; 
John Pallam Williams from 1882 to 1891; Owen 
M .Waller from 1893 to 1896; E. G. Knight from 
1897 to 1901; George A. McGuire from 1902 to 
1905; A. C. V. Cartier from 1906 to 1912; Arch- 
deacon Henry L. Phillips from 1912 to 1914; Wm. 
E. Hendricks from 1914 to 1918; F. A. Garrett from 
1919 to 1926; James A. Deaver from 1926 to 1931; 
Robt. W. Bagnall from 1933 to 1943! Jesse F; An- 
derson, our present rector, from May 1944. 

It was under the very able guidance and ener- 
getic leadership of the late rector, Robt. W. Bag- 
nall that St. Thomas again bowed to the inevitable 
westward trend of its communicants and merged 
with the Church of the Beloved Disciple, formerly 
St. John's P. E. Church, located at 57th Street near 
Vine, in the year 1938. The present church site at 
52nd and Parrish Streets was purchased in May 
1941 at a cost of $20,000.00. The old church site 
on 12th Street below Walnut was sold in Septem- 
ber 1942. for $20,000.00. 

Thus St. Thomas Church after 154 years of 
continued existence enters into the third phase of 
its historic development in a large community ripe 
for evangelization, under the very capable and ag- 
gressive leadership of our present rector, the Rev. 
Mr. Jesse F. Anderson. 

However, in passing to what promises to be a 
most significant phase in the history of this parish, 
pride in the achievement of the aforegoing record of 
continued independent existence must take into ac- 
count the lives of those individuals who represent 
the bone and sinew of that effort. A recital of the 
deeds, accomplishments and contributions of these 
stout-hearted souls of St. Thomas Church to the 
cause of Christ would fill volumes and is not the 
purpose of this short historical sketch. We are in- 
deed grateful and rejoice that they lived and the 
annals record that they honestly and courageously 
lived out the principles and the spirit of Jesus Christ. 


St. Thomas Church, however, is happy to 
honor and pay .deference to those communicants 
now actively engaged in the work of the Parish who 
directly link us with the original Church at 5th and 
Adelphia Streets. 

Miss Lucretia Miller, who at the age of 96 
years is considered the oldest living active com- 
municant of this parish, having been baptised as an 
infant, confirmed and faithfully served the church, 
as she says: "In almost every capacity except that 
of vestryman and priest." Today she is exception- 
ally active and mentally alert, though time has 
somewhat dimmed her sight and hearing. There 


are numerous others who have served the church 
faithfully down through the years. 

There are also a large number of faithfully 
devoted communicants of the parish who are lineal 
descendants of the early fathers of St. Thomas 
Church and under the ambitious leadership and vi- 
sion of our present Rector, Reverend Jesse F. An- 
derson, the whole congregation numbering 1500 
souls, with ardent and zealous attachment to the 
institution are now writing another glorious page 
of remarkable achievements in the history of this, 
the third phase of St. Thomas' notable existence. 
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REV. ROBERT W. BAGNALL, LL.D. 
Late Rector of St. Thomas Church 


JAMES T. TOWNSEND 
Organist and Choir Director 
Mrs. DonRorHvy Е. BRISTOL 
` Assistant Organist 


THE SENIOR CHOIR 


The Church Choir boasts of a long and colorful history. 
For more than sixty years it has played an important role 
in helping to elevate church music among our people to a 
high level of spiritual beauty. 

In the year 1886 the Parish felt that in order to have the 
praises of God sung effectively it was expedient that they 
organize a select group of men and women possessing some 
talent in singing. They set about this task in a most diligent 
manner. Mr. John Mills was assigned the task of training 
the newly organized choir. Under his leadership a well- 
trained organization evolved. This group soon established 
a place of dignity for itself in the Parish and community 
life. 


Down through the years, as the old gave way to the 
young, the members have endeared themselves to the task 
set before them. 

The Choir has been most fortunate in that it has had the 
advantage of being trained by persons of outstanding ability. 
Some of the most celebrated musicians of color have contri- 
buted much to its background and growth. Among these 
we recall with pride the names of Stanley Gilbert, Julian 
F. Edgar, and Carl Diton. 


Among its personnel have been individuals endowed 
with voices of rare beauty. Тһе older members remember 
with a sense of awe and deep reverence Ida Gilbert Chest- 
nut, Birdie Booth Miller, Mary Saunders Patterson, Alice 
Gorgas, Charley Mahoney and John Clifton, who sang to 
the glory of the Almighty. Under the leadership of its present 
director, Mr James T. Townsend, the Choir is striving to 
maintain the tradition of high standards that have been 
passed down to them. 


THE JUNIOR GIRLS' CHOIR 


The Junior Girls’ Choir of St. Thomas P. E. Church was 
organized in March 1943, by the very capable organist and 
director, Mr. Harold James, now organist at St. Simon's P. E. 
Church. The work has been carried on Mrs. Dorothy E. 
Bristol, our assistant organist, since November 1945. 

Тһе original choir consisted of 21 members, the majority 
of whom are still enrolled. Their faithfulness and inten- 
sive application to their responsibility has enabled us to have 
a sung mass every Sunday morning at 9:00 A. M. and other 
earlier services. j 

Their most outstanding service was (sung) on Easter Day 
of this year at the 6:00 A. M. mass. The highlight of the 
service was the offertory sung by Miss Lois Jordan, our so- 


prano soloist, with Violin obligato by Mr. Thomas M. Reed, 
Esq. and Violin accompaniment throughout the entire service. 
We wish to thank him again for his invaluable services. 

To show our appreciation of their work the choir has 
been feted on numerous occasions in a series of parties and 
socials (by the Youth Council). 

The choir vestments have been made by the Choir 
Mothers who see that they are clean and kept in good order. 

The choir meets for rehearsal on Friday Evenings in the 
choir room at 6:30 P. M. АП young girls between the ages 
of 13 and 18 are cordially invited to become members of our 
Junior Girls’ Choir. 


—Officers— 
GERALDINE Moore, President 
Doris Henry, Vice-President 
Lois JORDAN, Secretary | 
ErHEL Mites, Treasurer 
BARBARA ALLEN and 
JuprrH RiLEY, Librarians 
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THE JUNIOR CHOIR 
MOTHERS’ GUILD - 


The twenty active members of the Girls’ Choir 
Mothers' Guild are rendering invaluable service in 
the care of the Vestments of the Cirls' Choir. They 
meet regularly to sew and to discuss ways and 
means for improving the work of the Girls’ Choir. 
Such a Guild affords the mothers an opportunity to 


cooperate with their daughters in their free time 
service. 


THE MUSIC COMMITTEE 


The Music Committee assists the Vestry with 
the expenses of the Choir. Officers are the com- 
mittee are: Miss Rose Mitchell, President; Miss Oc- 
tavia Treherne, Vice-President; Mrs. Ethel America, 
Secretary; Mrs. Ethel Savage, Treasurer. There are 
twenty-five active members. 


A Dutch Supper, a Lenten Musicale, and a 
Cantata were among the outstanding affairs given 
by this guild during the past year. Plans have been - 
made for presenting a young baritone soloist, Mr. 
Calvin Barlowe in a recital next fall. 


THE ACOLYTES 
(St. Vincent's Guild) 


The Acolytes, or St. Vincent's Guild as it 
is generally known, is the organization of 
boys and young men who serve on the Altar 
for all regular and special services. Their 
main function is to assist the Priest in the 
Service. 

At present there are some fifty young men 
and boys affiliated with the guild. Such was 
not always the case, nor was the name St. 
Vincent's Guild, until some 40 years ago. 


In the early days of the Church, all that was required 
was a cross bearer to lead the Choir of the Church. There 
was no need for Acolytes to assist the Priest in his service; 
there were no boys to carry candles or to do other work 
as is now done. However, about 1902, names were added 
to the Acolyte Roster and a Warden was put in charge. The 
name St. Vincent's Guild was also adopted about this time 
in keeping with the new affiliation. This was an important 
step, and the Acolytes lived up to what was expected and 
required of them. Today this organization can rival and 
compare with similar groups in other of our Episcopal 
Churches in Philadelphia. 

During the time of William Myers’ leadership of the 


Guild, they gained the foothold which led the Acolytes of 
St. Thomas to be considered the best trained servers’ guild 
in the Episcopal Churches of Philadelphia. Upon Mr. Myers' 
untimely death in 1938 the guild did not take a turn for the 
worse but rather strengthened itself to carry on the memory 
of “Bill” under the competent leadership of succeeding 
Wardens. Many servers have been lost due to various 
reasons over the past few years. Тһе war took many, some 
dropped out, but the efficiency of the guild was not impaired 
at all. Younger men came to the rescue, and now bigger 
and better things сап be expected in their serving and other 
activities. 
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THE CHURCH SCHOOL 
and LITTLE HELPERS 


The Church School has an enroll-f 
ment of about 75 pupils. It takes thej 
children from Kindergarten through}: 
the Fourth grade, and then they are 
passed on to the School of Religion] 
which continues their training through 
adulthood. The faculty of the Church} 
School is as follows: Mrs. Marie H. 
Trulear, Principal; Mrs. Marie Crump, 
Ass't. Principal. Mrs. Bertha Barber is | 


in charge of the Kindergarten. The teachers are: 


world; to become acquainted with selected Bible 


Mrs. Ellen Hobson, Miss Margaret Henninger, Miss 
Jean Rider and Miss Eleanor Brown. 

The aims of the School are to help each child 
to recognize God as a part of the group like about 
him; to appreciate orderliness, and friendliness and 
ta share in creating such; to respect the rights of 
others and adjust himself to the orderly life of the 
family and community; to love and appreciate God's 


stories, prayers and hymns. 

For the past ten years the Church School has 
been meeting at 11:00 o'clock A. M. on Sundays 
during the regular morning church service, This 
plan was inaugurated to enable parents and grown- 
ups to bring the little ones to church and leave 
them in the care of capable teachers while they, the 
parents, attend the morning service. 


PRE-SCHOOL DIVISION of the CHURCH SCHOOL 


This group has been organized only one year 


but already we can see how far-sighted our Rector, 
Father Anderson, was when he organized this group, 


now. Under the able leadership of Mrs. Lillian 
Reynolds Howard, who is ably assisted by Mrs. Hen- 
rietta S. Hilton, and Mrs. Elizabeth M. Neale. 


THE ACOLYTE MOTHERS’ GUILD for its influence is being felt in the Church School This division of the St. Thomas School remains 
: si | in constant contact with the families 
of children from the day of their birth 
or until: they become old enough to 
participate in the Church School at the 
age of four. Conferences, materials 
and counsel concerning religious train- 
ing are given the parents by the leaders 
of this group. 
Upon this organization depends 
the future growth of the Church 


School and the Church. 


The Acolyte Mothers have the all important job of 
seeing to it that the Acolytes are properly vested in every 
service. This Guild presented the “King of Kings" show 4 
during the Christmas season, and also sponsored a party 
for the Acolytes. 

The work of the Acolyte Mothers is one of the most 
important functions of the Church Guild. We are always 
made proud by the immaculate appearance of our Acolytes 
each and every Sunday. Besides cleaning and repairing 
vestments, the Guild provides vestments for those boys whose 
parents are unable to secure them for any reason. This is a 
tremendous task for an acolyte staff as large as St. Thomas’ 
and the Acolyte Mothers must be at work constantly. They 
present religious motion pictures throughout the year and 
sponsor parties for the Acolytes. 


—OFFICERS— 
Miss JuLiA Porter, President 
Mrs. BLANCHE EMERSON, Vice-Pres. 


Mns. Marie TRULEAR, Treasurer 


Mns. Аш 
RS cE HENRY, Secretary THE SCHOOL OF RELIGION 


The School of Religion is under the personal 
direction of Father Anderson, who is ably assisted 
by Miss Dorothy E. Young. The teachers are: Mrs. 
George Crump, Miss Bertha Witcher, Miss Romoma 
Hall and Mrs. Clifford Hill. Mrs. Thomas Hawkins 
is Superintendent of the Intermediate Department 
and Miss Dorothy Young is Superintendent of the 
Senior Department. 

Fellowship is our high word. We learn with 
others, through God, to know His will and to put it 
into practice. We are helping our boys and girls to 
grow more like Christ, and to spread what they 
learn to others. We have worship and class sessions, 
in order to fellowship with God and with each other. 


CHURCH SCHOOL CLASS 


The School of Religion is trying to help boys 
and girls to use the experience of the past as re- 
corded in the Bible and elsewhere, in building a 
more abundant life today. : 

High lights of the Church School for the year: 

Needy families helped at Thanksgiving. 

A play directed by Mrs Thomas Hawkins en- 
titled, "The Saint," presented at Christmas. 

Mrs. George Crump showed slides of ‘‘The Life 
of Christ.” 

А factual test was given all Seniors to deter- 
mine their general knowledge of religion. 

Various activities have been developed among 
the young people in the School of Religion. 


TEACHERS OF THE CHURCH SCHOOL AND 
SCHOOL OF RELIGION 


i THE ALTAR GUILD 


Persons who attend the services at St. Thomas' 
little realize what it means in the sacrifice of time 
and labor to keep the altar beautiful and the vest- 
ments of the Priest immaculate. The very faithful 
Altar Guild is responsible for this service. The of- 
ficers of the Altar Guild are Mrs. Daisy Holloway, 
President; Mrs. Alice Gardner, Secretary, and Miss 
Helen Caldwell, Treasurer. 


There are about ten active members in this 
The Guild buys and makes the vestments of guild. Each Saturday night two of them meet at 


the Priest, and buys the altar linens and keeps them the church to prepare the altar for the Sunday 


in first class condition. services. 
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CUB SCOUT TROOP No. 133 


The Cub Scout Pack of St. Thomas’ is a new a much larger group. The purpose of this organi- 
organization, only about six months old, but it has zation is to interest and encourage the little fellows 
32 active members and has promise of growing into in scouting. 


ST. THOMAS TROOP No. 133 
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 


St. Thomas' can justly be proud of its Boy 
Scout troop for it is one of the finest in the city. 
The troop has turned out one Eagle Scout, several 
Star scouts. Each year they are becoming stronger 
and more reliant. The troop did a wonderful job 
during the war such as collecting paper, delivering 
pamphlets, assisting in War Bond drives, and col- 
lecting clothes for the needy of the world, ? 

Officers are: R. Douglas Cole, Scoutmaster; 
Walter R. Dunston, Ass’t. Scoutmaster; Charles 


Harman, 2nd Ass't. Scoutmaster; Rufus Cox, Dou- 
glas Coles, Jr., Lenard Hall, Jr., and Haywood Lane, 
Junior Ass't. Scoutmasters; Fr. Jesse F. Anderson, 
Head of Sponsoring Institution; Dr. C. Arthur Scott, 
Medical Adviser. 


V 


емсе 


THE BOY SCOUT TROOP COMMITTEE : GIRL SCOUT TROOP No. 123 


While the Girl Scout Troop No. 123 is com- 
paratively a new organization at St. Thomas'—being 
about one year old in October, the church can justly 
be proud of their efforts. Тһе twenty-four girls 
who are active members of the troop have pursued 
their work with great zeal and enthusiasm during 
this first year. 

A cookie sale for the benefit of the Girl Scout 
Movement was highly successful; they raised 
$151.20. Participation in a Christmas Bazaar; nee- 
dlecraft, Saturday mornings at the Mercy Hospital, 
literature, cooking and house work are a few of the 
activities of this troop. 

The Girl Scout Movement is national in its 
scope and designed to build Christian character and 
make useful citizens of its members. 

The very able Girl Scout Leader, Mrs. Louise 
K. Motley, urges any girl who is interested in this 
movement to. join the Scouts and participate in the 
great work they are doing. 


Committee directing Activities are: Raymond 
L. Shirley, Chairman; Harold Lacey, Secretary; Wil- 
liam Fickland, Treasurer; Harry Donnell, Lincoln C. 
Garrett, Lenard C. Hall, Sr., Francis L. Poindexter, 
Harry Payne, William Walton, and Roger S. Wright. 


THE DECORATION COMMITTEE 


The Decoration Committee is another very ac- 
tive Guild that has been organized during the past 
year. It has taken over the decorative work of the 
Church; supplying flowers for the Sunday service; 
planning the decorations for Christmas and Easter 
(we all remember the beautiful, tasteful decora- 
tions of the past Christmas) ; and other decorations 
for our various services. 

The Committee does its work by receiving me- 
morials; and through its own efforts. It held a fun 
night which was most enjoyable and has had other 
affairs that were not only financially successful but 
THe BOY SCOUT TROOP No; 183 also affording excellent recreation. 


THE MEN'S FELLOWSHIP ANNUAL LADIES NITE PROGRAM 


THE MEN'S FELLOWSHIP 


The Men's Fellowship had its beginning in 
those fascinating days on 12th Street, under the 
leadership of the late Father Bagnall. Father Bag- 
nall recognized quite early in his pastorate of St. 
Thomas', the need of an organization to bring the 
men of the Parish closer together. Thus, the Men's 
Fellowship was born with Mr. Henry B. Jones as its 
first President. All the men of the Parish are con- 
sidered members of the Fellowship. Many men from 
the community have visited with us and some have 
become active members. 

Under the able leadership of Mr. Clarence 
Monroe, the Fellowship sponsored a number of out- 
standing events. People are still talking about the 
Minstrel Show given a few years ago, and the Show 
Boat given іп 1944. Many*prominent men who have 
come back to speak to the Fellowship from time to 
time, including the Rt. Rev. Oliver J. Hart, Bishop 
of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. Mr. Monroe was 
succeeded by that dynamic personality, Mr. Edgar 
Unthank, who remained president for only one year. 
He relinquished his post as president of the Fellow- 
ship to become a member of the Vestry. 

The Men's Rally, the annual Christmas Party 
and the Corporate Communion and Breakfast are a 
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THE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ANNUAL “SHOWBOAT” REPLICA 


i 


few of the notable events sponsored by the Fellow- 
ship. 

The present officers are: Mr. LeRoy Young, 
President; Mr. Edgar Habersham, Vice-President; 
Mr. Wm. J. Rider, Secretary; Mr. Edward Hender- 
son, Ass't. Secretary; Mr. John Burton, Treasurer; 
Mr. Wm. Wagner, Historian; Mr. James Savage, 
Sergeant-at-Arms. 
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THE PARISH AID GUILD 


For more than twenty years the Parish Aid 
Guild has been just what is suggested by its name. 
The Parish Aid Guild was organized by Mrs. 
Sarah E. Wood, who served as its President until 
her death in 1943. Mrs. Louise Potter served as 
treasurer from the beginning until her death in 


$ 1942. And Mrs. Ann B. Harris was the first secre- 

| tary and served until June, 1942, when ill health 

| forced her to resign. 

f They have sponsored several music recitals and 
raffled a crochet bed spread last year. These efforts 
were very successful. 

—OFFICERS— 
Miss Eni TAYLOR, President : 
Miss Rusy TAYLOR, Vice-President 
Mns. LILLIAN NEWMAN, Secretary 
Mns. MEDORA BROADNAX, Treasurer 
1 THE RECTOR'S GUILD 


The present Rector's Guild was 
reorganized by Father Robert W. Bag- 
nall in 1936. The officers are: Mrs. 
Ethyl W. Scott, President; Mrs. Linnie 
W. Stokes, Vice President, and Mrs. 
Frances H. Nichols, Secretary-Treasur- 
er. There are 18 active members. 


The chief business of the Guild is the payment fashion show and card party. Mrs. Letitia Hirsh- 
of the premiums of the Rector's Pension Fund, but feld Dillon has for a number of years given her pi- 
recently, they have done so well financially, that > ano pupils’ recital for their benefit. For the last 
they have made contributions to other projects. three years, the Guild has sponsored a spring re- 

They have done a number of interesting things cital: Malcolm Poindexter, well known baritone; 


in their effort to raise money. For instance, back 
in 1939, they presented the Rev. and Mrs. Ram- 
krishna Modak, of Calcutta, India, in a portrayal of 
every day life in India. This was a memorable event. 
Later, there was a one act play by the members of 
the Guild, followed by a cake walk; and a winter 


Letitia Hirshfeld Dillon, pianist; and Marcella lan- 
tha Beckett, soprano. Mrs. Dillon and Miss Beckett 
are both members of the Cuild. Another project, 
started a few years ago, has become more and more 
lucrative, namely, the sale of Christmas and all- 
occasion greeting cards. 
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ST. CECELIA’S GUILD 


St. Cecelia's Guild is one of the oldest guilds 
of the Church. It was formerly known as the Music 
Committee. It has for its project the furnishing of 
music for the Choir and paying soloist. Last year 
this Guild presented the ‘Stars of Tomorrow” Pro- 
gram which brought before the public a large num- 
ber of talented young musicians in a scholarship 
contest. 


The finals were held in the New Century Club 
drawing room last fall and resulted in the awarding 
of a $100 scholarship to 13-year-old Gertrude Pitts, 
pianist. The contest this year will again be held at 
the New Century Club on Friday, November 15th. 


Listed among the pioneers of this guild are: 
Mrs. Іда Asbury; Mrs. Oreta Murphy, Treasurer, 
and Mrs. Mary Mahoney, Secretary. 
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ST. THERESA'S GUILD 


There is no work of the church more fascinat- 
ing than that being done by the St. Theresa's Cuild. 
This Guild is composed of young women between 
the ages of 16 and 20 years. It has trained a group 
of young people in the histrionic art and presented 
highly successful Easter Pageants each June, for the 
past three years. They have sponsored a Reception 
in honor of the graduates from the high schools and 


that the last reception was attended by more than 
three hundred guests. The members solicit mem- 
berships for the N.A.A.C.P. and send delegates to 
the Conference of the Episcopal Diocese of Penn- 
sylvania. They also assist with the work of the 
school of Religion and Church School. Thus, we 
see that the work of this guild is divided into three 
groups: religious, civic and social. 


ST. THOMAS' GUILD 


St. Thomas’ Guild in the days of the 12th St. 
Church was extremely active in the Missionary Pro- 
gram of the Diocese. The late Mrs. Ella E. Lyons 
was prominent in these activities, and. for many 
years she sponsored the Cuild's promotion of Reli- 
gicus and Social programs among the young people 
of the Parish. 

In recent years St. Thomas' Cuild has been 
revitalized by the admittance to membership of the 
entire Confirmation Classes of 1943, 1944 and 
1945. The major project of the Guild today is the 
editing and printing of the St. Thomas Weekly Bul- 
letin . The officers are: Dr. Harold C. Farmer, Pres- 
ident; Mrs. Betty Francis, Vice-President; Mr. Hor- 
ace Wheaton, Secretary; Mr. William Wagner, 
Treasurer, and Mrs. Hazel А, Allen, Mrs. Marie Т. 
Crump, Mr. Edgar J. Unthank, Editing Committee. 


colleges. This affair has grown to such magnitude 


THE UTOPIAN GUILD 


The Utopians have been active in the work of 
the church for the past nineteen years. They have 
attempted to combine their efforts with the spirit 
of harmony, loyalty and friendship. During the past 
fifteen years they have given major gifts to various 
departments in the church and assisted the vestry 
with other expenses. They have sponsored annual 
card parties, teas and contests. The officers are: 
Sara Neely, President; Beatrice Epps, Vice-Presi- 
dent; Nannie Hubert, Secretary, and Mary Smith, 
Treasurer. 


—OFFICERS— 
ALrcE Howarp, President 
Dorotuy Јонмѕом, Vice-President 
Constance WaPrzs, Secretary 
Стовтл WiLsoN, Treasurer 
Miss JuLrA Porter, Sponsor 


NOTE — The photographs on this page have been transposed. 
We regret there was not sufficient time to rectify this error. 


THE USHERS 


Visitors to St. Thomas' Church are met with 
a cordial welcome by the members of the Ushers' 
Club, headed by the energetic Edgar L. Habersham, 
and recently augmented by several members of the 
Young Men's Society (ех-ѕегуісе men). These 
men perform a valuable service in the weekly serv- 
ices of our Church. 


THE WOMEN'S AUXILIARY 


The Women's Auxiliary is a national organization of the 
women of the Episcopal Church, organized as a special agent 
to carry on the missionary work of the church. Its work 
offers a real opportunity for Christian living and service. By 
virtue of their membership, all women of the church auto- 
matically become members of the Auxiliary. 

The Women's Auxiliary of St. Thomas’ has the proud 
distinction of being one of the oldest organizations in the 
parish. Its history dates back to the very first church on 
5th and Adelphia Sts. It was then known as the Women's 
Guild. In 1893, at the celebration of the one hundredth an- 


niversary of the church, Father Bragg formally organized a 
group of women into a parish branch of the women's auxili- 
ary. This group was organized to conform to the Women's 
Auxiliary of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 


The first President was Miss Amelia Mills, who was fol- 
lowed by Miss Louisa Mahon. Тһе third president was Mrs. 
Burr who was succeeded by Miss Lucretia Miller. Miss 
Miller served faithfully until press of her years forced her to 
resign. Mrs. Laura. Christopher then became the President. 
From the beginning the Women's Auxiliary raised money, 
served and contributed generally to the work of the Com- 
mittee on Colored Work. Іп response to requests of the 
clergy in the South, boxes of clothing and toys were sent 
South annually. 


Under the leadership of Miss Mahan and Miss Miller, the 
educational work of the Auxiliary was introduced into the 
parish branch. At the present time, our parish branch cón- 
tributes regularly to all of the standing committees of the 
Women's Auxiliary, to the United Thank Offering; to the 
work of the Supply Department; conducts mission study 
classes; helps church schools by mail and helps the Parish 
Church School. 5 


Present officers of the Women's Auxiliary of St. Thomas' 
are: Mrs. Stephen A. Hamill, President; Mrs. Clara Bayard, 
Vice-President; Mrs. Doris Francis, Secretary, and Mrs. Hat- 
tie Wilder, Treasurer. 

Special affairs promoted by the Auxiliary are: Annual 
Women's Corporate Communion; the Women's United Thank 
Offering; the Absalom Jones Supper; and Mission Study 
Classes. 


THE YOUNG MEN'S SOCIETY 


A group of young men returning home from 
the armed forces approached Father Anderson about 
six months ago and asked for the privilege of or- 
ganizing a young men's group. Father Anderson 
gave his permission and the Young Men's Society 
was formed. There are twenty-two active members 
(ex-service men and others), ranging in ages from 
18 to 35. 


This group has for its first major project the [ 


purchase of White Vestments and Altar Hangings 
to be presented to the Church before its consecra- 
tion. Great things may be expected from the Young 
Men's Society, for it is composed of young, ambi- 
tious and zealous men. 


—OFFICERS— 
Јонм L. Barrett, President 
WILLIAM T. VALENTINE, Vice-Pres. 
Epwarp L. Kine, Cor. Sec'y. 
IvEN Harrison, Fin. Sec’y. 
Атрномѕо D. Boyp, Treasurer 
Purre J. Brown, Chaplain 
FREDERICK J, RUSSELL, Sgt.-at-Arms 


THE YOUNG MATRONS’ GUILD 


As young married women and recent mothers 
of the church, the interests of the Young Matrons’ 
Guild naturally tend toward the work of the Church 
School. The Young Matrons’ Guild was organized 
in October, 1943, under the leadership of the late 
Father Bagnall. 

Among the many activities of this Guild are: 
The Annual Fall Bazaar; the Annual Kiddies’ Fash- 
ion Show and a Spring Card Party. Plans have been 
made for purchasing a motion picture machine to 
be used in the Church School to further aid in the 
religious education of our little folk. This Guild is 
sponsoring The Consecration Re-union on Septem- 
ber 13th and hope to make this an annual affair. 
Officers of the Guild are: Mrs. Bessie Perkins, Pres- 
ident; Mrs. Minnie Boston, Vice-President; Mrs. 
Alice Booth, Treasurer; Mrs. Marjorie Anderson, 
Business Manager; Mrs. Marion Taylor, Correspond- 
ing Secretary, and Mrs. Dorothy Martiny, Recording 
Secretary. 


PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Corporate Communion Breakfast 


Ready and immediate response to the plans of 
the Rector and the Vestry in connection with the 
entertainment of the Conference and Consecration 
of St. Thomas' Church Building, was shown by the 
membership of the Church. 

Fifty men and women attended Corporate 
Communion and Breakfast recently. During break- 
fast, plans were made for the Consecration offering 
which will be used to complete a series of needed 
improvements in the Church. The enthusiasm 
shown among this group is indicative of the fine 
work being done by the many Communicants and 
Guilds in the Church. 


FASHION SHOW 


The Annual 5%, Thomas Fashion Show assem- 
bly has been a major social and financial project 
of the church for many years. Headed in recent 
years by Vestryman Frederick L. Speight, it has 
grown to such proportions as to cause considerable 


discussion relative to the use of Convention Hall 
for future productions. 


Officers and committee heads for the Fashion 
Show are as follows: 


FREDERICK E. SPEIGHT, Sr. Chairman 
Mns. ErHEL B. SARJEANT 
Mns. BETTY CHATTMAN 
Mns. HELEN SPEIGHT 
Mn. EDGAR LEE Bascom 
Dr. CLARENCE L. SMITH 
Mr. Epwarp C. SUYDAM 
Mr. GEORGE COTTRELL . ' 
Mns. ETHYL SCOTT 
Miss MARCELLA BECKETT 
Miss SADYE STRIDIRON 
Mns. EDNA GRIFFIN 
Miss JULIA SARJEANT 
Mrs. Mary SMITH 


THE COUNCIL OF GUILDS 


The Council of Guilds is one of the newly or- 
ganized groups of the Church and is doing a fine 
job. This Guild acts as a clearing house for the ac- 
tivities of the many Guilds of the Church. The 
purpose is to prevent too much duplication of effort. 


Some of the outstanding affairs sponsored by 
the Council of Guilds are: Annual Easter Monday 
Banquet; Church Workers’ Service on Trinity Sun- 
day; Corporate Communion of Guilds; and sending 
of floral tributes to bereaved families of the Church. 
Officers of this Guild are: Miss Julia Porter, Presi- 
dent; Mrs. Henrietta Hilton, Secretary; Mrs. Lu- 
cinda Stridiron, Treasurer. 


SUMMER CONFERENCE 


Department of Christian Education 


Miss Connie Waples and Miss Lucinda Strid- 
iron represented St. Thomas’ at the Summer Con- 
ference this year at Beaver College. This conference 
is sponsored by the Department of Christian Edu- 
cation of the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania. It 
is established to provide training in Church Life 
and Work. Inspiration, Fellowship, Study and Rec- 
reation provide the themes of the Conference. 


MISS CONNIE WAPLES AND MISS LUCINDA STRIDIRON 
OFF TO BEAVER COLLEGE 


THE YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL 


The membership of St. Thomas' Episcopal Church, recog- 
nizing the strong spiritual and moral relationship that exists 
between church and community, has accepted the challenge 
presented by the juvenile delinquency problems of the com- 
munity and has made available the undercroft of the church 
for supervised recreation among the young people of the 
neighborhood in which it is located. 

The Rector, Father Jesse Е, Anderson, organized a Youth 
Advisory Council in June 1945 and presented to them the 
need for planning a program for the youth of the church as 
well as for the young people of the neighborhood. In Sep- 
tember, the Council purchased a modern recording machine 
and solicited considerable game equipment such as ping- 
pong tables, checkers, etc. 

Тһе various guilds of the church, including the church 
vestry, have cooperated by serving as hosts and hosteses 
and have helped to prepare the refreshments. The standard 
canteen menu consists of “Hot Dogs” with plenty of mustard 
and Pepsi-Cola, and they are sold at near cost to the youth- 
ful patrons, All profits are used to purchase new dance 
records, 

A committee of 18 young people has been organized 
among the group and it is their task to help with the disci- 
pline and to serve as a reception and registering committee 
for new youngsters who attend. The Auxiliary Police of the 
district have adopted the “Canteen” as one of their projects 
ahd are not only on hand each Friday to help with discipline 
but also have been taking part in the planning conferences 
of the Council. 

The Council and the Staff in charge of the Canteen are 
enthusiastic over the fine deportment of the teen-agers and 
are planning to add movies and other feature programs in 
the near future. More than 50 sessions have been held in 
the past two years with an average attendance of 130 young 
people each session. 


THE CLERICUS OF PENNSYLVANIA 
AND NEW JERSEY 


The Clericus in extending greetings and a word of wel- 
come to the delegates-clerical and lay-visitors and friends 
of the Mother Church — Old St. Thomas', Philadelphia — is 


' voicing a hearty and unanimous “welcome within our- gates” 


from the combined membership of our respective Parishes, 
Missions and Chapels. 

We stand united in our warmth of welcome to you who 
come from far and near, from domestic and foreign fields, 
and from the remotest parts of the earth to witness the set- 
ting apart as Sacred and Hallowed the oldest Episcopal 
Church for Negroes in this country. 

Founded іп 1792, St. Thomas’ Church has enjoyed а 
continuous and unbroken status as a self-supporting Parish 
among the Parishes in the Diocese of Pennsylvania and 
throughout the American Church. 

The first man of color to be ordained to the Sacred Min- 
istry in the, Episcopal Church, the Reverend Absalom Jones, 
and the first minister of this historic House of God was or- 
dained by the Rt. Rev. William White, the first Bishop of the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania, and, by-the-way, the first Pre- 
siding Bishop in the American Church whose former Diocese 
is at this time host to the General Convention. 

Many illustrious and eminent sons and daughters have 
gone forth from this ancient Church to serve God and their 
fellowman in divers fields. But, especially in the activities 
of the Women's Auxiliary, has she shone brilliantly through 
her long history. 

The Clergy of the Dioceses of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey have banded themselves together in what is known 
as "The Clericus" founded by the venerable and venerated 
Henry Laird Phillips, D. D. about 30 years ago. Dr. Phillips 
is the senior priest in the American Church, and will be 100 
years old next March 10th. He is likewise President Emeri- 
tus of "The Clericus." His picture is shown above with the 
members of the Clericus. 


We meet monthly from Church to Church for the pur- 
pose of encouraging, counselling and stimulating one an- 
other; for exchange of viewpoints on the best approach to 
our many parochial problems, and to enjoy a fellowship 
which is vital and necessary among brethren who desire to 
dwell together in unity and fine fraternal spirit. This we 
have accomplished, and it is from such a group that a wel- 
come — deep in its sincerity and warm in its love comes 
to you. 

May your stay in our City and Diocese be both pleasant 
and profitable. 

—E. Sypnor Tuomas, President of the Clericus. 


SERVICE MEN'S. ALTAR 


It was here that parents, wives, sweethearts and friends 
of the service men and women knelt in prayer for their 
loved ones during the perilous days of the war. 

When the firing ceased it was here that they gave thanks 
to the Almighty for the deliverance of their sons and daugh- 
ters and for the victory of our arms. 

During the war the members of the services were iin- 
vited to come to this altar and after the 11 o'clock service 
post-communion prayers and hymns were sung to the “Eter- 
nal Father strong to save." 


Here many were blessed by the Rector before leaving 
their homes for what was usually a long absence in the 
Army, Navy, W.A.C., Coast Guard, or Merchant Marine. 

St. Thomas’ Church sent 150 young people to these serv- 
ices, two of whom made the supreme sacrifice. 

The Service Men's Altar was a project of the Men's 
Fellowship. 

Mr. Romain Pierce headed the committee for this work 
while Mr. Benjamin Williams and Mr. Robert Moore sup- 
plied most of the craftsmanship. 


THE "TEEN AGE" CANTEEN 


PATRONS LIST 


ABRAMS, Mrs. Minnie DUNMORE, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. J. 
4 > ACCOOE, Mr. and Mrs. Albert jr DUNSTON, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
) << ES pe OP 22^ 225 e d ACCOOE, Rev. Philip A. DUPLESSIS, Mrs. Sarah 
TEN tre AIMES: Тһе Rev, Oscar ELLIS, Mr. and Mrs. Linton 
ALLEN, Mr. and Mrs. Frank е у 
EMERSON, Miss Oppie L. 
ALLEYNE, Mrs. Florette EPPS M NES Wiliam W 
ALLMOND, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence fa EVANS We Jes R MEM 
The current Confirmation Class at St. Thomas' Church will meet with the Rector beginning t AMERICA, Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Н 
bita Sentember Sth at 1:00PM ANDERSON, The Rev. and Mr. Jesse F. FERMEN, Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. 
y, зер ў : . M. ANDERSON, Mr. and Mrs, Maurice FICKLAND, Mr. and Mrs. William M. 
The Rt. Rev. Lewis B. Whittemore, Bishop of West Michigan, will be the preacher at the ! ANDERSON, Mrs. Mary J., Jamaica, М. Y. FISHER, Miss Margaret 
А s EXE FRANCIS, Mrs. Bettie 
11 o'clock Choral Eucharist at St. Thomas' Episcopal Church on Sunday, September 15th. | BACHUS, Dr. and Mrs. Norbourne ; 
; GARDINER, Mrs. Alice, and Son 
А н ‘ А е ? 4 BAIN, Mr. Frederick 
The Music Committee of St. Thomas' Church will present Mr. Alvin Barlow, Baritone, in ) BALL, Misses Anna and Jane GARRIEST, Mrs. Beryl 
a recital on Friday, October 4th. BARBER, Mrs. Bertha E. GIBBONS, Mr. John C. j 
IR GLASCOE, Dr. and Mrs. Benj. F. 
f , f BASCOM, Mr.. and Mrs. William H. 5 
The Absalom Jones Dinner, sponsored annually by the Women's Auxiliary of the Church, BASCOM, Mr. Edgar LeCount GOODMAN, Mrs. Edna 
will be held on Thursday, November 7th. BARNES, Mrs. Elizabeth GRAHAM, Mr. and Mrs. ). Thelbert 
= à : А BARNES, Mr. and Mrs. Baxter HABERSHAM, Mr. and Mrs. Edgar L. 
The '"'Stars of Tomorrow” program will be held in the New Century Club Drawing Room on BARRETT, Miss Rosetta F. HAMILL; Dr. and Mrs. Stephen A. 
Friday, November 15th, Tickets will go on sale about September Ist. Considerable interest is ; BAYARD, Mrs. Clara V. HALL, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard C. 
being shown in this Scholarship Contest among the young musicians of Philadelphia. | RE MES ag E C. HARE Ms ӘДІК; Eugene 
The 3rd Annual Bazaar given by the Young Matrons will be held in the Undercroft on Mon- ЕРГЕ i Bl R HARRIS: Ne Julia Е. 
A | , Mr. Clifton R. , Mr. John Herbert 
uM D аа BOSTON, Mr. and Mrs. Marcolm B. HARRISON, Mr. and Mrs. Irvin K, 
The ''Hanging of the Greens" Service will be observed again this year on Friday, December BOE Eh ang NTS: Harry E. LR ae: Me ae Ма Магуіп В. 
, Mrs, W. М, , Mr. Robert H. 
үш БЕТІ 6 to 9 P. M. Тһе Decoration Committee will plan the program апа arrange for Pot BRANHAM, Mr. Nat HAWRINS МА and Mrs. Clarnece À. 
uck Dinner. BRADLEY, Dr. and Mrs. Luther S. V. HENDERSON, Mr. Chas. W. 
BROADNAX, Mr. and Mrs. Stephen G. HENDERSON, Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
BROADNAX, Mr. and Mrs. William HENNIGER, Mr. and Mrs. Warren A. 
BRISTOL, Mr. and Mrs. Willard D. HAY MON, Miss Lena 
BOWMAN, Mr. and-Mrs. Raymond HENRY, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
BROWN, Mr. and Mrs. W. Clinton HENRY, Mrs. Eugenia Burr 
BROWN, Miss Elenanora HILL, Mr. and Mrs. Clifford W. 
BROWN, Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. HILL, Mr. and Mrs. Earle 
| BROUN, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob B., Pocomire, Md. HILL, Mrs. Geneva H. 
| BROOKS, Dr. and Mrs. Meredith, Jamaica, N. Y. HERROD, Mr. Thomas D. 
BUTLER, Mr. Aubrey HILTON, Mrs. Henrietta Seth 
BUTLER, Mrs. Lydia B. HOBSON, Miss Ellen 
RS S BUTLER, Mr. J. Thomas HOBSON, Mr. and Mrs. Harrison D. 
BOYD, Mr. and Mrs. Alphonso HOLLOWAY, Miss Daisy 
e AN ЕМ УЧТА ГОМ: TO ALCL O BUNDY, Mr. and Mrs. George F. ; HOWARD, Dr. and Mrs. J. T. 
THE YOUNG MATRONS' GUILD of ST. THOMAS’ CHURCH CALDWELL, Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel HOA: M oa r: Өлен NEUEN 
CORDIALLY INVITES CALDWELL, Misses Helen and Florence HOWES Mr Thomas E — rh 
GUESTS, DELEGATES, AND MEMBERS AND CAREY, Miss A. Wilhemina HOLLEY, Mr. and Mrs. Dabney 
FRIENDS OF ST. THOMAS' EPISCOPAL CHURCH CARTER, Mrs. Gilda HUBBELL, Mr. and Mrs, Edward 
TO ATTEND ITS COEM s Mestalla’ HUBBELL. Miss Henrietta, Flushing, М. Y. 
CONSECRATION RE-UNION DANCE CORSE, Mrs. Addie | HIER CU: Мі and Mrs, John E. 
at MUSICIANS' HALL, 18th & Arch Streets COWDREY, Mrs. Mary W. HUNT, ME and! Mrs. Green D 
on FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, from 10 P. M. Until 2 A. M. CRANE Dr. AE William B. ) HUNT, Mrs. Helen R. 
teet tee 
Ше dimissioni ы” CRUMP, Dr. and Mrs. George E., Jr. JACK PON: Dro Robart Da 
DAVIS, Mr, and Mrs. Arthur JACKSON, Miss Ellen А 
DeCOURSEY, Mrs. Магу L. JAMES, Mr. Harold L. 
DesVERNEY, Mr. and Mrs, Richard JONES, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
DORSEY, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. JONES, Mr. and Mrs. Henry B. 
DuBOIS, Mrs. (une Jersey City, N. J. JOHNSON, Mr. Louis C. 


DuBOIS, Mr. Wm. B JOHNSON, Miss Camilla 


PATRONS LIST (continued) 


. JOHNSON, Mrs. Esther В, 

JOHNSON, Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. 
JOHNSON, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence W. 
JORDAN, Mr. and Mrs. Ira 


KNOWLES, Mr. and Mrs. Matthews 


LeCATO, Mr. and Mrs, Ralph 

LEWIS, Dr. and Mrs. Charles A. 

LEE, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. 

LLOYD, Mr. and Mrs. Howard T. 

LOPER, Mr. John 

LOVELL, Dr. and Mrs. R. E. R., Washington, D, C. 
LYONS, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan ` 

LUMM, Mr. and Mrs. Cilfford 


MASSEY, Mr. Clarence 
MAGINLEY, Mr. and Mrs. James, Jr. 
MILES, Mrs. Dora Сограв 
MILLER, Mrs. Marie 

MILLER, Miss Lucretia 
MITCHELL, Miss Rose A. 
MONROE, Mr. A. Clarence 
MOORE, Mrs. Oleona E. 

MOORE, Miss Vivian L. 
MOUSSERONE, Mrs. Henrietta C. 
MURPHY, Mrs. Oreta 

MURPHY, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 


NEEDLES, Mrs. Gertrude 

NEELY, Mrs. Sarah 

NEWSOM, Mrs. Pauline C. 
NEWSOM, Mr. Wallace K. 
NICHOLS, Mr. and Mrs. Bernard H. 
NORMAN, Mrs. Robena 

NURSE, Dr. and Mrs. C. T. C. 


OWENS, Mr. James 


PARKER, The Rev. Walter P. H. 
PAYNE, Mrs. Elnora 

PAYNE, Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
PETERS, Mr. H. Butler 

PHELPS, Mr. William E. 

PIERCE, Mr. and Mrs. Romaine 
PORTER, Miss Julia M. 
PORTER, Mr. and Mrs. James A. 
POWERS, Mrs. Ozenna 

PRIMM, Mr. and Mrs. Winthunt 


RAMSEY, Mr. and Mrs. Oliver D. 
RAMSEY, Mr. and Mrs. William B. 
RAY, Mrs. Daisy 

RIDER, Miss Christine G. 

RIDER, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. E. 

RIDER, Mr. and Mrs. William J. 

RILEY, Dr. and Mrs. C. A., and Daughter 


SARJEANT, Dr. and Mrs. Leon F. 
SAVAGE, Mr. and Mrs. James H. 


SEDGWICK, Mr. Ambert 

SEAY, Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. 

SEWELL, Dr. and Mrs. Lemuel T. 

SEWELL, Miss Mary U. | 

SIMMS, Mr. and Mrs. Layton C., Wilmington, Del. 
SCOTT, Dr. and Mrs. C. Arthur Scott 

SCOTT, Mr, and Mrs. Charles 

SHIRLEY, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 

SPARKS, Mr. and Mrs. Fredrickk 

STEWART, Mrs. Mary L. 

STEPHENSON, Mr. A. P. T. 

STRIDIRON, Mr. and Mrs. Clifton 

STOKES, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

STRIDIRON, Mr. and Mrs, Joseph A. 

SMITH, Dr. and Mrs. Clarence L. 

SMITH, Mr. Chas. B. 

SMITH, Mr. Horatio 

SPEIGHT, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick E. 
STATHAM, Mr. and Mrs. Dilliard 

STOKES, Miss Constance ' 
SWEATMAN, Mr. and Mrs: Wilbur, New York City 
SWEENEY, Dr. and Mrs. Paul 

SUYDAM, Mr. Edward C. 


TATE, Mr. and Mrs. Nelson В. 

TAYLOR, Mr. and Mrs. Westervelt, Jamaica, L. I. 
TAYLOR, Mr. William T., Jr. 

TAYLOR, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan, Wayne, Pa. 
TAYLOR, Mr. and Mrs. John C. 

THEUS, Мг. and Mrs. Julius B. 
TILGHMAN, Mr. and Mrs. Karl 

THOMAS, Mr. Henry H. 

THOMAS, Mr. Henry H. 

TOWNSEND, Mr. James T. 

TURNER, Miss Blanche 

TRULEAR, Mr. and Mrs. Harold C. 
TRULEAR, Mr. Harold Holland 


UNTHANK, Mr. and Mrs. Edgar ). 


VANDERBURG, Mr. and Mrs. Dewey, Wash., D. С. 
WARE, Mr. and Mrs. George N. 
WARRICK, Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas H. 
WELLS, Mr. and Mrs, James 
WHEATON, Mr. and Mrs. Horace J. 
WHITE, Mr. and Mrs. C. John 
WILDER, Mr. John 
WHITE, Mr. and Mrs. Earl A. 
WILLIAMS, Miss Viola 

WILLIAMS, Mr. and Mrs, Benj. H. 
WILLIAMS, Mr. Joseph N. 
WILLIAMS, Mrs. Ruth 
WITCHER, Miss Bertha 


YOUNG, The Rev. and Mrs. Edgar C. 
YOUNG, Mr. and Mrs. Larry R., Detroit, Mich. 
YOUNG, Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy 


VALENTINE, Mr. and Mrs. William T. 


THE 
SECRETARIAL COMMITTEE 
(Left to Right) —Mrs. Marie Crump, Mr. Ed- 
gar J. Unthank and Mrs. Hazel Allen. 


The Consecration Souvenir Book Committee was selected from 
the Men's Fellowship of the Church. Тһе Officers of the 
Committee are as follows: William J. Rider, Chairman; Ed- 
ward N. Henderson, Secretary-Treasurer; Wm. W. Epps, Edi- 
tor-in-Chief; Edgar J]. Unthank, Business Manager; Dr. L. Gre- 
gory Hubert, Chairman of Patrons' List; Edgar L. Habersham, 
In Charge of Photographs, and Leonard C. Hall, In Charge of 
Printing. 


THE CONFIRMATION CLASS OF ST. THOMAS’ CHURCH 


Significantly, we place our Confirmation Class 
last in our recital of the organizations of St. Thomas’ 
Church because it is the source of the continuity 
with the future organization. It is our aim at the 
finish of each class to place every member of the 
class in some Guild or Group that will afford him 
the best outlet for his ability; or, if there is a need 
for a new group — we use the classes for the basis 
of such groups. 

Our classes have been growing each year and 
we hope that in 1947 we will have the largest class 
ever presented in St. Thomas’. However, we are 
not necessarily interested in numbers so much as 


we are in the interest of the people who enter our 
Church. If people are willing to worship God earn- 
estly, love Jesus Christ and their fellow men, en- 
hance our fellowship with their regular attendance 
and work and give for the spread of the Kingdom, 
then we try our best to enroll them in our Con- 
firmation Classes. 

Our 1947 Class is in the process of formation. 
The Class will be organized on Sunday, September 
8th, immediately following the Baptisms after the 
11 o'clock service. We extend a hearty welcome to 
all of our friends to become a part of our fellowship. 


A ST. THOMAS' CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Showing the Rt. Rev. William Payne Roberts, Bishop of 
Shanghai, and Father Jesse F. Anderson, Rector of St. 
Thomas' Church. 


